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In Re Inveatigation of Head-end Collision
on the 8t,., Louis & San Francisco Rail-
rgad, at Mﬂﬂﬂrield’ A:‘k.‘, Hﬁ? 5'
19i4, Resulting in the Death
of Two Eaployees.

On May 5, 1914, there was a heoad-end cellision be-
twaen a frelght traln of the 5t. Louls & San Francisco Bail-

road and & 1light engine of the Chicago, Rockt Islsnd & Pmaifie

Railway at Mansfield, ark., resulting in the death of 2 eu-
ployees,
Aftar lavestipgation of this sceldent thse Chief In-

gpector of Safety spplisnces roperts as followss

Extra 613 of the 8t. Louls & Ban Francisco Railrosd,

hauled by locomotlve 613, was 1ln churge of Conductor Hatthews
and Enginenan Campbell, and on tne day of the accident ar-
rived at Mansfield a2t 31390 p.ae While locomotive 612 aith
the caboose behind 1t, sand an automobile gar in front of 1,
was switehdng at Hansfield, 1t eollided with Rock Island lo-
cogotive 1703 at abocat 43132 ..7ey, while running at a speed
of 6 or 8 milaes gar wur.

Train 81 of the “ulcage, Rock Island & Paeific
Ruilway was a locsl frei.ct runiing between Booneville, Ark.
and Haileyville, Jkl.., h.ulcd by locomotive 1703, and was
in charpe of Conductor Cnyder und Eagineman EBhields, On the
duy of the neeident thils truin arrvived at Hansfleld at 3155
Neflej the locomotive wsz cut off from the rest of the train
and proceeded on the tr.ck th-t 1s used by the FFiEeo trains
in reuching the station, to ilck up a ear of briek, snd col-

lidod with extra €13 whiie running at a speed ssld %o have
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been 3 or 4 miles per hour,

The colillsion eceurred 360 feet east of the enst
end of the station platform and 100 feet in on & reverse
curve, 409 feet An length, on practically levael track. Lo-
comotive 413 and thie furniture ear wers slightly demaged.

The two brakemen riding on the front end of loevmotive 613
wore killed. The weather at the time was olear,

The vlew of the enginemsan of extrs 613 wus ob-
structed by the car aheud of locomotive 613 and also on so-
count of his belng on the gutside of the curve. The view of
the firemcn was but 124 feeot on account of trees on the in-
aide of the curve, The view 0f the sngineman of locometlve
17032 wes 240 feet, while tha view of the fireman was entirely
abstrueted on account of being on the outside of the ecurve.

Hensfisld i8 the terminus of the HMansfield Division
02 the Frisco Lines, and i3 sn Interchange peint with the
Rock Island Lines. This yard 18 operated under a Jjoint con-
tract, both roads using any and all the tracke within yard
linits, there belnyg rogulur designsted tracks for dellvering
¢ars to both lines., However, each round hes a separate track
for entrance to the station, but it appeared to be customary |
for the Rock Islund to use the traci assigned to the Friasco
tralns shile switehing in this yard.

Conductor Matthews of extra 613 stated that after :
they had Finished thelr regular station work loecomotive 613
left the stetion for the purpose of switching in/tﬁé yarda,
snd wns proceedlng eastward, pushing the automoblle gar ahead

of the engine, After proceedlng a few ¢ur lengths Conductor




-3
Hatthews, who was riding in the c¢aboosg, hesrd someone csll.
He then saw logomctive 1703 shout 30 feet ahead, at which
tine he Jumped off and storted running toward the hesd end of
nis train. About the tine he jusped he heard locomctive 1703
whistle, and the collision ceccurred a few seconds later. He
had had no previcus notice that Locomotive 1703 was sccupy-
ing the track his traln was using, and while Manafield is a
Jeint yard, he did not think the Boek Island had any right te
uge the track hiz traln wss oeccupying, nor 4id he remember
gver acaing & Reck Island train on that tragikt. He further
stated thuat after hils train backed in on the track upon which
this aceident occurred the =ain iine swltch showed red, in-
die.ting thet thla triex wxas cecunied. He did not know
whether or not anyone wos ridlng on the front end of the
car being pushed by locomotlve 613, but even L1f therse had
heen he gald 1t would hzve brea itipossible to have scen the
apnroach ¢f logeouiotive 1713 o «evount of the trees, e 3aid
that the sgpesd ol alr tirian wae: fr-z 5 to 7 niles per hour,
but did not know whether or wt luconctive 1703 was seving
when he saw 1t.

Engineman Cazniael. of extes 613 atated that the only
warning he had oFf the a.sro ch of loecoactive 1703 was a short
blast of the whiatle a snort time hefore the collision oc-
curred. On zcecount of aelg o the outslde of the curve and
the ewr in front of hig an tne sla vlew ahead waz obatructed,

Conduetor Unydnrpr of troin BL atated th?tﬁuhen his
train arrived st ¥anasfleld they were instructed %0 pick up

a car of hriaek fron the Frisco transfer. Locomotive 1703 wasg
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cut off from the rest of the train end moved in on the trans-
far to get the cur while he went to the telegrazph office. ile
then heard a stwrt blast of the whistle, followed by a

aragn, but did not ase the ¢ollision. Although locomotive
1793 was aaing the traccy uged by the Frispo passenger tralas,
he mude nd0 inguiries to ascsrtain whether all Frisco pasaenger
traina due at that tise had arrived, beesuse he gonsldered
tnle plece of tr.ck 8 Joint trmek for switching purposes, He
stated, however, that they were required to keep this trock
glear in order that the Frisco freight and pastenger tralns

ni ht reach the depet platforn.

Engineman 8hlelds of train 81 steted that when loe-
eomotive 1703 wss beinz cut off from that traln he sov stsem
neupr the depot, indleating to him thut a Friseo train wesa
thera. e tnen .roce~ded on the tragit anglgned to the Ffriaco
tralng, a sraltomen wealxzing acead %o loents the enr they were
to plek vy and at tne sume time looking out for other traina.
Zngineman Shields seid he foliowed the bralkeman, Keeplag a
leosout for Friseo trains, and when he reeched z poiat near
the eropging 3aw the Frisco traln moving toward hio., #e then
zounded tne whistle for the train to stop, and applied the alr-

bp ikes, stogping sbout four or five esr lengths from that

train. He then reverzed his engine and ralessed the alr brakes,

Wt before locomofive 1703 could get ia the back wmotion the
¢ollistion oecurred. He further stated that when uging this
Jigece oF track they alwaye flag and Xeez a lookap% for Frleco

trains, a2ad the brakenan who walked anead oF locomotive 1733
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on tha day of the aceident was to furnish sugh proteotion,
although he was not provided with a red flag, as required
by the rules.

Fireman Hinchlee of train Bl stated that leocomotive
1703 had stopped before the collision occurred.

Braiteman Cully of truin 81 stzted that he was riding
on the gangway of logcomotive L1703, and when they reashed the
switeh lezding to the traclt ¢eccupled by the Frisco train it
was lined up for a movement to that traclk, indicating that
thut track was occupled., After proceeding a short wsy on
that track hoe anw the trala et tha depot unlosding freight,
and BreXeman Johngon, who wns walling ghead of locowmoctive
1703, give hiz the signsl to roceed, He statad, however,
thuat Brakeman Johngon was not fligglng.

Brakenan Jownazon of traln 3L stated that on the day
of the acclident he malked .hesd of locomotiva 1703 as it sro-
cegded on the traek agslened to the Frisco t¢rains, his surpose
being to locate the car they .ere to plek up. When he had pro-
ceeded about 15 car len;ths froa the switch, he saw extrs 613,
but thoucht they were switeiing a emr in on the short ccnnection.
He «d1d not glve them wny sto: siznals beeause be 2rw no one
on that troin. He stersed off the traek and locomotive 1703
pasged hin nt s spead of 5 ar A niles per hour. At ths tize
of the sccldaent locomotive 1703 was not moving, When he gove
the engineman of locomctive 1792 the signsl to proceed he
thouzht they weuld have rime to pet thelir ocar haf;;; extra

613 coved., He stuted that they had frequently made simller



-6-

povements on this tracic and 1€ was his understanding that each
train was to lock out for itaelf.

This acoident was csused by these erews falling
properly to protaect thelir trains while switehing 1in the yard.

Befors entering upon the traekx assigned to Friseo
traing the Roek Island corew lkoew posltively from the stean
and sueke rising near the statlica that the traek they were
using was eceupied by a Frisco train, and they dia not usse
due diligence and cautlon under the ¢lrcumatances, essaeglally
in view of the fact that tLhey knew thelr view would be more
or legs obstructed oy raeason of the curve and the trees along
the track.

The crew of extra &13 were pushing an autonebile
cur 1n front of the locomotive without & flagman on the front
end of that car. They Knew that thelr view would be ohstruct-
ed hy thst cuar and by the curve and trees, and since they
¥hew that the track uzon whleh they were moving wus 130 used
by Roek Islund snglnes they were negligent in not taking sush
srecauticns as the circunsiances would spem to warrunt.

511 the ezployees lnvolved in this aceldent were ox-
serlianced men and familiar with the yards st Hansfisld, having
been enployed for ssversl years on tralns running into thst
3% .tion, with tihe exeepticn of Brakeman Cully, who had bcen
eaployed for sbout one year, this being his first trip inte

these yards, o~
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